municating the results thereof. He recently read a paper on the subject at a meeting held at the Polyclinic, at which Lord George Hamilton presided. He contended that his Indian investigations had furnished strong support to his theory of the causation of the disease by decomposing, dried or imperfectly salted fish. Sir William Broactbent, who proposed a vote of thanks to the lecturer, avowed himself to be in favour of this theory. ^ Mr. Hutchinson is to read a paper at the Epidemiological Society of London on the 26th of May on the same subject, and will then, no doubt, parade the same doctrines and data, and there will probably be a third exposition of his views at Swansea. If indefatigable industry, strong conviction and confident, reiterated assertion are competent to settle a question of this nature, Mr. Hutchinson should establish his hypothesis ; but I for one entertain very strong doubts regarding its soundness. That tainted fish may be a means and medium of communicating the infection of leprosy is possible, but that it is the sole or principal means is questionable in the highest degree. Mr. Hutchinson himself admits that it is not the sole means, and allows that the contagium mav be conveyed by other contaminated articles of food-He postulates, however, for the intestinal tract the privilege of being the sole portal of entrance. The respiratory and cutaneous tracts present other possible avenues of entrance, and in the present state of our knowledge it seems unwise to dogmatise in P..
.ji favour of any one ot tho three. In<lee<l, facts are more and more indicating the importance of the skin, broken and unbroken, as the channel of infection in many infectious diseases, and Sticker has furnished strong grounds for the belief that in leprosy the respiratory mucous membrane is the vulnerable tissue. It seems wise therefore to suspend judgment regarding Mr. Hutchinson's dogmas however positive and plausible. I doubt very much whether in his Indian researches he lias sufficiently discounted the value of oral testimony. I see that he has been cross-examining lepers regarding their food habits. If in matters of this sort the European questioner is sufficiently insistent, lie will obtain any evidence which he desires to extract from the class of natives who become inmates of leper asylums. K. McL. 2Oth May 1903. 
